Some of my personal views on car collecting
What is a car collector?

By definition a car collector is pretty straight forward as someone who collects cars.  For me it goes way deeper than that.  To be a true car collector, first one must be a true car enthusiast.  That is another simple definition, but there are so many different levels of car enthusiasts.  Many people love cars, learn lots about cars over their lives but to take the step to true car collector, one must put away all of their personal agendas of “liking to drive the car”, “re-living some youthful memory in a car”, “being seen on the strip in a cool car’, or doing it because the “wall street journal said it was the next best thing” etc.   A true car collector’s agenda is in the preservation and upkeep of the car he is collecting over and above his personal desire to possess, drive, show off or be seen in that car.  It takes someone that has had lots of experience with cars to do such a thing over time.  Throwing a car in a garage and forgetting about it is not being a collector, that is just abusing the car.  A collector car is a piece of art that require 100% more effort to own than a Picasso.  To have a car survive time ORIGINALLY and still remain as new as possible is a discipline only a few people in the car hobby possess no matter how much money they have.

For me I am both a collector and an enthusiast.  Meaning I do drive some of my cars, but that is so limited, it’s only for the upkeep of the car in most cases.  I have cars I use, but those most certainly are not collector cars and will never be.  I became a collector after many years of being an enthusiast.  To jump right in to collecting will probably have the end result of your collection needing restoration.
Original vs. Restoration?

In a world where more 427/435 HP Corvettes, Yenko Camaros, Hemi Cudas and Big Block Chevelles are on the road now than they were when the cars were new, it makes it obvious you have to know what you are doing before you ever buy a collector car.  Although there are many really nice restorations 
